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BOOK NOTICES. 

Ii'Aurore Australe. Par Biard D'Annet. Deuxidme Edition. 

402 pp. Plon-Nourrit et Cie., Paris, 1907. 

This thoughtful work, crowned with one of the honours of the French Academy, 
is a sociological and economic study of Australia. Mr. d'Aunet spent twelve 
years on that continent, and his aim in writing this book, all but the last two 
•chapters of which had previously appeared in Revue des Deux Mondes, was, 
as he says in the preface, to give an impartial account of Australia's social organi- 
zation, its institutions and activities. While the work is based upon his own 
impressions and observations, it is evident that he has consulted a large amount 
of authoritative material; but he makes few quotations and cites no references 
and the volume doubtless gains thereby in readable quality. 

In the opening lines of his history of the development of Australian society, 
the author contrasts the pioneer immigrants into North America and Australia, 
the former being Puritans, driven from home by religious persecution, and the 
latter, convicts deported from England. He says the Australians are sensitive to 
any allusion to their "birth stain" and with reason, for the 30,000 convicts de- 
ported between 1789 and 1846 left very few descendents, as the number of women 
was very small during the period of deportation. Most of the present white 
population are the descendants of the 800,000 immigrants, attracted by the dis- 
covery of gold in Victoria, who came into the country between 1851 and i86a. 

The first third of the book presents a vivid picture of all the elements that 
compose the social fabric of the Commonwealth. Another third is given to an 
illuminating study of Socialism, whose development has been so remarkable in 
that country. The remaining chapters discuss, the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth and the development and present status of the various economic phases. 
Only the broader features of geography, such as are most essential to an intelligent 
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discussion of the country, are mentioned. The book will be classed among the 
best works that summarize the progress and the present aspects of the Australian 
people. 

La Perse d'aujourd'hui. Par Eugene Aubin. viii and 442 pp. and 

Map. Librairie Armand Colin, Paris, 1908. Pr. 4 frs. 

The author began the journey which forms the basis of this narrative in July, 
1906, and hi^ travels continued for ten months. From Teheran he made the cir- 
cuit of Lake Urmia, occupying a period of several weeks. Later he visited Ispa- 
han and went thence to Bagdad, from which he descended the Tigris and returned 
to Europe by way of the Persian Gulf. The volume is in part a reprint of papers 
published in le Temps, la Revue des Deux Mondes and other periodicals. 

The early chapters recount the journey from Teheran, describe Tauris and 
the circumventing of the Lake of Urmia. On the west of this water is the city of 
Urmia. The story of the city and district is vividly told, the ethnic variety is 
described as "infinite," with Shiites, Sunnites, Jews, Gregorians and Nestorians, 
multiplied Christian beliefs and "all the missions imaginable, Catholic, orthodox, 
Protestants of all sects and all nations." The chief commerce of Urmia is in 
raisins, of which on the average 22,500,000 kilos are annually exported. This 
single item is a sample of the abundant information concerning industry and 
customs which is found in the volume. 

After traversing the region of the Kurds southward from the lake, M. Aubin 
returns to Tauris and thence goes to Artebil and to Astara on the Caspian, at the 
point where the Russo-Persian border comes down to the sea. 

The narrative of travel is here interrupted by chapters on the change of 
sovereigns, the Persian revolution, the Anglo-Russian accord and Persian customs. 
The author was so fortunate as to be an eye-witness of recent significant changes 
in Persia, and this perhaps gives the chief interest to his volume. He saw the 
new spirit enter the chief cities of the country, first the capital, then Tauris, 
Ispahan, Kermanshah and Shiraz. The revolution, he thinks, will be much pro- 
longed. It will fall to the Persian liberals to be the educators of their people as 
well as the reformers of their Government. The present sovereign can favour or 
retard the movement; but he is described as intelligent and energetic, though his 
way is beset by Anglo-Russian rivalry, which persists in face of the arrangement 
between the two Governments. On the resumption of the narrative the chapter 
heads are the following: From Teheran to Ispahan, Ispahan, Across Irak-Adjemi, 
the Province of Kertmanshah, the Gates of Zagros, the Holy Cities, and Across 
Irak-Arabi. 

There is a folded relief map of Persia, with the chief towns and routes, and 
the author's route in red ; also two insets, one of Lake Urmia on an enlarged scale, 
and a small scale map of Persia showing spheres of Russian and English influence 
in accordance with the convention of August 31, 1907. The book has no alpha- 
betic index, but a syllabus of contents stands at the head of each chapter, and all 
of these summaries are reprinted together at the end of the volume. A. P. B. 

Les Grandes Antilles. Etude de G^ographie 4conomique. Par 
Daniel Bellet. xii and 315 pp. and Map. E. Guilmoto, Paris, igog. 
Price, 6 frs. 

A readable and interesting volume, devoted, as the title indicates, to a general 
account of Cuba, Porto Rico, Haiti, Santo Domingo, and Jamaica. While the- 



